MUTINY MEMOIRS.               13 r
Mutiny campaigns. The only remedy
would have been to have invariable7- kept
a strong reserve ; but this precaution
was, with such contemptible antagonists,
hardly necessary. After the first few
trials of strength the rebels had thorough-
ly learned the lesson that an encounter
with our troops in the open field invariably
meant defeat, and that the consequences
of defeat were terrible. Having no real
discipline or organisation, and no con-
fidence in their leaders, they always met
us with what may be best described
as nervous hesitation ; and their promp-
titude in bolting was often astonishing.
Frequently would individuals and small
knots of men turn to bay and fight man-
'folly; but usually not till they also had
yielded to the general impulse of panic,
and had joined for a time in the stam-
pede.
In this pursuit I had the good fortune
to kill a mutineer who must undoubtedly
have been concerned in the murder of
some European, for I found on him a
gold mourning ring bearing on the cir-